
Welcome to Class 1

Mrs Pullinger

Mrs Arnaud – HLTA

Miss Gregory – TA 
(Mornings)



Keeping you informed

Every half term you will receive a 
curriculum newsletter to let you 
know what is happening via 
Parentmail; this will also be on the 
class page on the school website.



School day

Arrival: 8:30 – 8:50
Register: 8:55 
Break: 10:15 – 10:30
Lunch: 11:45 – 12:45  
Break: 2:15 – 2:30
End of day: 3:20



WVPS Curriculum

Our curriculum has been developed

with three drivers in mind:

1. Excellence

2. Community 

3. Growth



WVPS Curriculum



Transition
Year 1 is the start of your child’s journey on the National Curriculum. 
We will be running the classroom with the early years principles but 
with a higher level of challenge. As well as addressing any gaps in the 
children’s learning. 

Pupils will complete their work in small focus groups and then access 
independent learning challenges through continuous provision.

Continuous provision challenges will focus on all areas of the 
curriculum. With a focus on communication and language, social skills
and creativity. 

After Christmas we will be moving to more formalised learning to 
ensure progression and coverage of the Year One curriculum. 



English

Our curriculum is underpinned 
by reading:

• Class texts/novels

• Reading Rocket challenge

• Phonics

• Daily reading at home

• Outdoor library for break times



English

This half term the children will have focused
English lessons and will complete 3 focus activities a 
week.

This will increase to 5 after Christmas.

This half term, we will continue with the Drawing Club 
that the children took part in while in Reception; we 
will move towards more formal English lessons as the 
year progresses. 

The children will also have daily phonics lessons
and handwriting sessions.



ELS is our phonics programme. It teaches children to 
read by identifying the phonemes and graphemes 
(written version of the sound) within words and use 
these to read words.

There are 44 main sounds and each sound is 
represented by a grapheme.

These videos are on the Class 1 page of the
website: 

It is important we say the pure sounds. If we miss pronounce them, we will make reading 
harder for our children. 

https://vimeo.com/641445921/9382cf6db0
https://vimeo.com/642342878/59d233684c




• Every session has a clear structure. There are the same classroom 
routines in each lesson.

• All children are supported in the lesson to use their new phonic 
knowledge independently.

• In every lesson your child will read sentences and phrases that 
includes the newly learnt sound.

• There will be opportunities for oral blending (c-oa-t),                       
word recognition and writing.

• Phonics will be practised throughout the day to review new sounds 
and graphemes taught. 

Daily Phonics Lessons



Handwriting

As a school we are going to be having a big push on pupils 
handwriting as they need to be writing neatly and cursively by 
the time they leave primary school.

Handwriting Expectations:

• Year R: Pupils work towards a print letter formation.

• Year 1: Pupils consolidate there print letter formation and work 
towards using a pre-cursive letter formation.

• Year 2: Pupils continue to practice pre-cursive letter formation 
and start to learn how to join letters, including top, bottom and 
diagonal joins. 

Further support will be offered to pupils who have specific fine 
motor skill barriers. 



Handwriting

Pre-cursive letter 

formation expected to 

be developed from 

Year 1 onwards.



Maths

• This half term the children will have focused
maths lessons and will complete 3 focused activities per 
week. This will increase to 5 after Christmas.

• Topics: Number and place value, addition and 
subtraction, 2D and 3D shapes, money, position and 
direction, measure and time. 

• Concrete, pictorial and abstract representations to build 
and embed learning.

• Lessons pitched high to ensure challenge for all.

• Support provided as needed.

• Numbots can be accessed at home.                                                              
Log in details can be found in the front of                                          
your child’s reading record.  



PE

PE is taught on Monday by Mrs Pullinger and 
on a Friday by Exposure Sports. 

We have an additional 30 minute active 
blast session with Exposure Sports on 
Tuesday; pupils do not require PE kit for this 
session. 

A note or email from a parent is required if a 
child is unable to take part.



PE uniform policy



Uniform policy



Uniform policy

Should any aspect of their uniform be outside of the policy, children will be given a note 
to pass to parents.  Of course, it may be a one-off or temporary situation which we 
understand can occur from time to time. However, if it is expected to be ongoing, parents 
should contact the teacher.  If support with meeting the uniform expectations is required, 
please do contact Miss Forchione via the school office.



Stretch, challenge and 
growth mindset

At WVPS we provide an environment is which all children 
are challenged so they can achieve their full potential:

• Learners know what they are going to learn and what 
they need to do to be successful. 

• Learning is challenging, engaging and aspirational.

• Questions extend learning and thinking.

• Curiosity is valued; questions are encouraged.

• Activities give a sense of autonomy to think critically, 
make decisions, take responsibility and manage risks.

• Opportunities for collaboration and cooperation.

• Develop skills

• Praise is for effort.

• Timely feedback.

• Help children to develop a positive approach and 
growth mindset.



Children’s Rights

Building awareness and understand 
through:

Class charter
Assemblies
PSHCE lessons
Other cross curricular opportunities



Cultural Capital

Cultural capital is the accumulation of knowledge, 
behaviours and skills that a child can draw upon and 
which demonstrates their cultural awareness, knowledge 
and competence; it is one of the key ingredients a child 
will draw upon to be successful in society, their career and 
the world of work.

We aim to expand on our pupils' cultural capital in a 
number of ways including, but not limited to, celebrating 
and understanding different religions and cultures, learning 
about well-known artists, composers, scientists and sporting 
figures, reaching out to our local community and by 
organising visits that support out school curriculum. 



Cultural Capital
To enhance the children’s cultural capital further,  each                   
child has an ‘Activity Passport’ (published by Department for 
Education) on the back page of their Reading                                        
Record. The passport is full of rewarding and exciting  
experiences most of which can be easily completed                                                                            
at home. 

The activities include making biscuits, rolling down a hill,           
making a daisy chain and building a den. All we ask is                                           
that every time your child completes something on the                                                   
list, you date the activity on your child’s passport as it                                
occurs.

We hope you will enjoy working through this list with your child. 
Please do keep ticking off the activities throughout the year.                                  

Once all activities are complete, 

your child will become a ‘Culture Vulture’.



Assessment

Pupils attainment and progress will 
be reported to you as: 

Attainment

B= Below 

WT= Working Towards

EXS= Expected

GDS= Greater Depth

Progress

B= Below

EXS= Expected

BTE= Better than 
expected 



Homework

1. Reading

• Read for 15 minutes each day.   

• Record reading in the Reading Record. 

• Books are given out on a Monday and taken out of folders on a Friday. 

• Complete a Reading Rocket Challenge. These books are in the 
classroom and can be borrowed from the library. 

Parents can support by discussing reading books with children; sharing 
the books, articles etc. they read with their children and ensuring 
children are reading daily.

2. Maths

• Log on to Numbots at home. 

Parents can support by providing space and time for this;  showing an 
interest and praising children’s progress and practising recalling pairs of 
numbers that make 10, counting in 2s, 5s and 10s and mental maths skills 
on car journeys, walks to school etc.



Supporting your child 
with reading at home

• Children are reading from books that are entirely 
decodable. They will have an owl sticker on the spine.

• Use pure sounds when decoding words (no ‘uh’ after the 
sound).

• Practise reading this book 4 times across the week working 
on these skills:

-decode

-fluency

-expression

• There is no expectation to 

finish a book in one evening.

To consistently recognise a 

grapheme (written symbol the 

represents a sound), we need to 

read it at least four times. This 

means we need to read the 

words many times to build 

fluency for reading.



Reading Books

Reading books will be changed on a Monday. Books will                                                       

only be changed if we see that they have read the book at home.

Reading folders need to be brought in every day.

Your child will receive 2 books: 

1. A decodable book (with an owl sticker on the spine) that 

they need to read 4 times. 

2. A sharing book Which will be a book they have chosen 

from the library, may not be fully decodable and will not 
have an owl sticker. 

Decodable books will be taken out of reading folders on a Friday. 

Class 1 will visit the library on a Tuesday.

Over the weekend, enjoy reading a book together. 



Behaviour and 
Relationships

This year we are launching a new Behaviour and Relationship policy. The policy 

focuses on a restorative approach which encourage pupils to be able to self-regulate 

and reflect on their behavioural choices in order to restore their relationships and 

carry on with their learning. 

We will be having a big focus on forming positive relationships between the whole 

school community. 

Our main behavioural expectations for the whole school are: 

We show everyone respect 

We are kind and show empathy for others 

We persevere

Pupils will earn dojo points for making positive choices and will work their way up the 

rainbow depending on how many points they get. When pupils are not making 

positive choices they will be gently reminded of the expectations by a staff member 

and may be given some strategies to get them back on track. If behaviour persist 

they may need to stay in for some of their break/ have time out to take part in a 

restorative conversation or activity with a staff member. 



Rewards
• Stickers / Achievement Awards

• House Points

• Star of the Week

• Writing weekly certificate

• Reading weekly certificate

• Maths weekly certificate

• Golden Time

• Reading Rocket



Sanctions

Sanctions for poor behaviour choices:

• Loss of minutes off the next break or lunch time for 
the majority of poor behavioural choices.

• More serious behaviour issues will result in a 
conversation with the deputy head or head 
teacher.



Attendance

School attendance is a key priority for our school. We 
aim to ensure all children are in school at least 96% of 
the time. 

Your support in ensuring your child is in school regularly is 
required. 

If children are unwell and therefore unable to attend 
school, please inform the school office via telephone 
immediately.



Diary dates – Autumn 1
Important Dates

Wednesday 10th September 9am or 5pm Parent meeting about the new behavior
policy

Friday 26th September Macmillan Coffee Morning, Mufti Day, Cake Sale (3:20pm)

Monday 29th September Harvest food collection – all week

Friday 3rd October Individual and sibling photographs

Friday 24th October Last day of half term



Communication

If you require a phone call or 
meeting,  please arrange this 
through the School Office.

I’m always happy to chat things 
through or answer queries.  

Mrs Pullinger


